TEB-05-2007 HON 01:13 PH E A P & D 



FAX NO. 6174394170 



Application No. 10/732,729 

Rpply to Office* Action of November 15, 2006 



8 



Docket No.: 60806(46882) 



REMARKS 

In the Office Action dated November 15, 2006, claims 1-11 are pending, claims 
1-4 and 7 are rejected and claims 5, 6 and 8-11 are withdrawn from consideration. 
Reconsideration is requested, at least for the reasons discussed herejnbelow. 

Applicants appreciate the acknowledgement of patentable subject mater, at least 
in claims 2-4, 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U,S.C. §112, second paragraph. The 
claims have been amended as kindly suggested by the Examiner. Thus, this rejection 
is moot. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(a) over prior art FIGs. 21-25 disclosed 
in the present application. Prior art FIGs. 21-25 are discussed in the present 
Application at pages 3-6, including the problems that result from that structure. The 
problems are overcome by practicing the present invention. Claim 7 recites, in part, an 
original transport apparatus comprising: 

a lifting member supported by the outer casing member and 
attached to the stopper member to permit the stopper member tomovo 
vertically in the oute r casing memfaer when abutting a sheet. 

As explained with respect to Embodiment 1 in the present application: 

... the original transport apparatus of the present first embodiment differs 
from the conventional original transport apparatus is with respect to the 
fact that whereas in the conventional original transport apparatus stopper 
member(s) 4 were supported so as to permit displacement in pivoting 
fashion by shaft(s) 3 rigidly disposed with respect to outer casing(s) 1, in 
the present first embodiment stopper member(s) 4 is/are supported so as 
to permit displacement in pivoting fashion by shaft(s) which is/are 
itself/themselves disposed so as to permit displacement up and/or down in 
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of the present application, which permits the pivot point of the stopper member 4 to 
move vertically within the housing. Thus, Higaki fails to teach or suggest "a lifting 
member supported by the outer casing member an<1 attached to the stopper 
member to permit the stopper member to move verti cal ly in the o uter casino womber 
when abutting a sheet," as claimed herein. 



The examiner states that the 

lifting member limitation is met by the unnumbered tab to the 
right of shaft (60a) in Figs. 4(a)-4(d) of Higaki, which permits 
the stopping member (60) to move vertically, as claimed. 
Applicant strongly disagrees. 



The unnumbered tab does permit the lifting member 60 to rotate about shaft 60a. 
However, shaft 60a is fixed vertically in the casing member. Thus r stopping member 60 
does not m ove vortically in the outer cosing m ember whsn abutting a sheet. See FIG. 3 
of the present application for an example of moving vertically when the stopper member 
4 qbuls a sheet of paper, Higaki has no solution for this problem; no solution is 
addressed or suggested by Higaki, who does not even recognize the problem. Unlike, 
in the present invention where the lifting arm permits the stopper member to lift vertically 
within the casing when contacting paper, in Higaki, the stopper member merely pivots to 
permit paper to move. Both the structure and the operation are very different 

Further, contrary to the present invention, Higaki fails to provide an engagement 
piece disposed in the outer casing member. Higaki also fails to teach or suggest the 
characteristic pivotal movement of the stopper member caused by the arm member, as 
recited in claim 1. When the outer casing member 1 is opened and then returned to the 
initial slate (i.e., closed), an end of the stopper member 4 abuts originals 1 1 on the tray 
10. Conventionally, the arm member 37 supported by the outer casing member 1 
causes pivotal movement of the stopper member 4, which eventually damages the 
stopper member as well as the originals 11. The presently claimed invention solves this 
problem as follows: namely, when the outer casing member 1, returns from the open 
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position to the original supply position, the stopper member 4 does not hit and damage 
the originals 11, 

In Higaki, the outer cover 10a rotaters about pivot point 10c, In connection with 
this rotation, the stopper members 60 rotate about pivots 60a provided in the outer 
cover 10a. Thus, Higaki fails to teach or suggest "a lifting member supported by the 
outer casing member and attached to the stopper member to permit the stopper 
member tojnove verticollv in the outer casing member when abutting a sheet/'which 
provides a characteristic pivotal movement of the stopper member caused by the arm 
member of the present invention, 

Thus, it is not seen where the present invention is anticipated by Higaki, Nor is it 
seen how the present invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art in view of Higaki. 

In view of the discussion above, it is respectfully submitted that the present 
application is in condition for allowance. An early reconsideration and notice of 
allowance are earnestly solicited. If, after consideration of the discussion above, issues 
still remain outstanding, the Examiner is requested to call Applicant's undersigned 
attorney to discuss and attempt to resoive any outstanding issues. 

If for any reason.an additional fee is required, a fee paid is inadequate or credit is 
owed for any excess fee paid, the Commissioner is hereby authorized and requested to 
charge or to refund Deposit Account No. 04-1105. 
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